MINISTRY REPORT FOR OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2004

Introduction: We praise the Almighty God for the modest achievements this last quarter of the year 2004. The report for this quarter will focus on the state of each group, church planting strategies, training, my family, future of the ministry and some problems for prayer. Some photos of the work have been attached.

Poposo Bible Study Group: This group has the potential to grow into a constituted church under the Bible Church of Africa in the first quarter of 2005 after a baptismal service but for the lack of dedicated leadership. As a young group, it is not yet able to support a full time leader to care for the spiritual and physical needs of the members. The leader Mr. Akoliga is a farmer and is not always able to meet with the group as scheduled. The group sometimes joins with the Ntanaso for Sunday services. When I visited them on 13th & 14th November, it was encouraging to see their desire to meet. They were invited to join the Ntanaso group on Sunday 14th November and they did.  The leaders from the Ntanaso church agreed to visit the group each week on Friday s to offer some assistance in Bible study and prayer. With this, it is hoped that the leadership at Poposo will catch the vision and become more effective sooner or later. A leadership-training course and an evangelism programme are being slated for this village in February 2005.

Ntanaso Church: This church is growing in maturity and in numerical strength. They are very enthusiastic to meet for church programmes. Things would have been excellent if Elder Simon Ada was moved there as soon as possible. Attempts to get Simon to relocate there have failed because of logistic problems – housing and a bicycle. Simon has agreed to be their pastor / evangelist and this will enhance the growth of the church here in no small way. Simon will need to put up a small house in the village for he and his wife, Talata and their little daughter.

I visited the group from 13th – 15th Nov. as I said in the last report. Accompanied by Simon and Noah [leader of Hope BCA], we carried the equipment partly by car and partly on our heads to the village. On the first night, 13th Nov., I showed 2 films entitled Hudson Taylor 1 and the Runaway Boy. The attendance was over 150. They saw the films and the Gospel was presented to them. An ‘appeal for a verdict’ saw 45 praying to receive Christ as Lord and Saviour. On Sunday, 14th Nov. 75 met for the service. The meeting was very good and the atmosphere was charged with love and joy. A lot of singing was done and followed by preaching of the word and testimonies. The Techiman church, which is about 40 miles away hired a bus and came to the village. They joined the service and gave encouragement with the songs from the choir group – Grace Singers. In the night, another film, Hudson Taylor 2 was shown and over 200 came. We struggled to finished the show because of an impending rain that made us close quickly. The following day, I moved the equipment to Techiman.

Techiman Church: I continued my evangelism trip to this town partly on foot and partly by car as usual. We walked from Ntanaso to Asunkwa, a distance of 7 miles to get a local taxi. Two youngmen carried some of the equipment on their bicycles and we carried the rest plus our traveling luggage on the head. Techiman is a large commercial centre that deals with foodstuffs in the country. From the earlier reports, this group was started as a result of a film show in May 2004. The main aim of the trip was to strengthen the group and to add to the number. It was also to work out the possibility of starting another group in one suburb of the town called Aboaso. The group was strengthened but the new group has not yet been started due to the unavailability of place for meetings. This is still being worked out. However, I did show 2 films here and the response was great.  About 80 came heard the Gospel preached after the film and half this number raised up their hands and prayed to receive Christ.

This group is growing, with a average Sunday attendance of 61. Those who have given their names for baptism are ready and this will be executed in March 2005. This is because the streams are now dry. It is hoped that by March, there would be enough water in the streams for the sacrament. The choir, Grace Singers, is doing very well in composing songs to the glory of God. The church leaders – George, James, Jacob, and Mr. & Mrs. Zechariah are doing well.  I need to give them some basic leadership training to equip them for ministry in February 2005. 

Hope BCA: The average monthly attendance on Sundays has increased to 70 adults. The children’s ministry is picking up gradually and the teachers – Georgina Abaate and Emelia Saratu have kept faith with the work. A day was organised for the children on 3 Dec. 2004 and presents such as biscuits were given to each of them. There were 38 present. Plans are aloft for funds to be sought to sponsor the children who are of the school going age but are not at school because of financial difficulties encountered by their parents. Statistics show that 40% of the 50 children in the church do not attend school at all. It is envisaged that more will be done this year to encourage them to attend church meetings. There is a separate service for them each Sunday. 

The leaders have agreed that next year be one of aggressive evangelism and as such each Saturday will be dedicated for effective witnessing and visitation by the entire church body in the afternoons. It is hoped this will add numbers to the group. The leadership – Noah Ateyere, George Ajegebawo, Cecilia Avoe, Evans Azagenya, Ben Gariba, Richard Gariba are doing well. The deacons are also doing their best in matters relating to church ministry. The Christmas and New Year were celebrated with watch night services on the 24th and 31st Dec. 

The previous local radio broadcast of the gospel in March and July was a big success. A lot of feedback has come to me that look very encouraging. When funds are available, more radio broadcasts of the gospel will done in vernacular. 

Faith BCA: This is a growing church with an average attendance on Sundays of 62 adults and 21 children. The increased in numbers is due to effective witnessing by church members. I have been able to mobilsed them for visitation and personal evangelism. This is yielding fruit. Members have also been helped to grow into Christlikeness through effective discipleship programmes. We praise God for what He is doing here. During the period, leadership training has been pursued vigorously so as to equip the leaders for ministry. The leaders of the group include Simon Ada, Gilbert Kwarase, Joshua Kachingah, Andrews Agani, Vida Agani, and Abena Kwarase. The Gospel of Saint Mark is being used in this process. 

The proposed 10th Anniversary Celebration could not come on as scheduled due to logistic problems. However, it will be done in the second quarter of 2005. A Joint Easter Convention will be hosted here from 24th – 27th March 2005 and preparations are being made for the event. We are praying that the Lord Himself intervenes and supplies the logistics for this noble venture. 

Goaso BCA: The group has had some few problems relating to a place for meetings. As reported in June – Sept., they were ejected from a classroom. They had to meet under a tree for 3 weeks before securing another classroom for their meetings. The owner of the property asked them to renovate the room first. This was partially done and the group now uses the room. Funds are being mobilsed to complete the renovation by early 2005. Praise God for this arrangement. Not much has happened here because of the accommodation and other internal problems within the leadership. On the average, 30 meet for Sunday worship and in the weekdays for Bible study and prayer. The leaders include Joe Amole, Thomas Apatewane, James Kosare, Kwame Kosare, and Abena Kosare. One of them, Charles and his wife Bebi Amageamaga is no longer with the group, but with a different church denomination. 

Mim BCA: The average attendance here is 65 adults and 15 children. The church is doing well under the leadership of George Baye, Joseph Ayaga, Atoke, Clement Kopeerivwa and Abena Kwame. The previous Easter celebration here has had a positive effect on the growth of the church. A few members who left the church such as Katega and Esi have rejoined the group. The leaders are doing well and are going through an effective leadership-equipping programme to enable them offer their best to the church. The response has been good so far.

The group celebrated their Ten Years anniversary on 7th Nov. 2004 and it was great. I spent 2 days with group on this occasion and the message I shared is from 2 Pet.1: 3-10 on the theme: 

“Walking with the Lord at Ten”. There were 85 adults and 23 children present on the Sunday, 7th Nov. We took the opportunity to raise some small funds for evangelism. Some targets have been set for evangelism.

The children’s ministry is also doing well and separate services are held for them. Praise the Lord for bringing back one member, Baba Alandu, who had fallen from the faith the past 6 years. He is now with the group and we pray that he will not desert the Lord again.

Future Plans: We praise the Lord for the modest gains in the ministry for the year 2004. Whatever has been achieved is to the glory of the Lord, and not man. He has done it!

There is yet a lot to be done till the Lord Jesus Christ returns. As a family in this ministry,we are therefore looking further into the future with hope.  The plans for the year 2005 include the planting of six local churches each with effective leadership. Places such as Techiman Town, Kintampo Town, Adwi [a village under Kintampo], Akropong, Ejura and Kumasi. Use will be made of audiovisuals for evangelism. 

Also, a training programme each month for each local church in evangelism, discipleship and pastoral cares to prepare leaders for effective ministry.

Also replace the old 16mm projector whose parts are not readily available because of the phasing out of the product with a video projector which is more compact and lighter to carry. With the film projector, I am limited to the use of the same films over and over again in one location place. There is a whole lot of Christian videos produced in Africa which are effective in evangelism and these can be used on a video projector and a VCR.   
Family Matters: The year under review has been a tough period for the family. We praise God that we are kept alive by His grace. It has been a year of several sicknesses on the family, especially the children – Joshua, Emmanuel, Ebenezer, and my wife Azumah. Joshua has been diagnosed AS for sickle cell and we are still working out plans for his health. He has been hospitalised for malaria several times. The children have suffered from several cases of malaria fever. And most recently, Azumah has the worst of it when on 13th Dec. 2004; she has the right side of her face paralysed such that all organs on that part of the face – eye, ear, jaw could not be used at all. She was rushed to the hospital and treated with very expensive medications, on 17th Dec. Then on 23rd Dec. she has another serious shoulder pain so she was again in the hospital on the 24th. The treatment did no good to lessen the pain so we had to return to the doctor the following day, 25th Dec. where she was admitted and discharged on Sunday 26th with so many drugs prescribed for us to purchase. As a result we have spent a lot of our resources on her health and it is very important we did that. She has only recovered a little from both problems since then but we are praying.                     

Conclusion: To God is the glory for all small gains in the ministry. We are not complacent but are looking forward to achieving bigger things for His glory. Ours is to live in obedience to the Great Commission given by the Lord Himself. Even though the devil is doing all he can to discourage us from this noble work, we will remain focus on Him who has called us to win souls for the kingdom. In Him we trust and may more souls be won for Him in 2005. Amen.

Prayer Needs

1. Pray for the leadership equipping programme for 2005 – human and other resources.

2. For a video projector that works with a VCR for the evangelism ministry.

3. For the achievement of the goal of planting 6 local groups in the year 2005.

4.  Azumah’s health and that of all the family.  

5. Our eldest son, John’s education now that he is in Senior Secondary School and the education of the rest of the children. Education in Ghana these days is very expensive!

Submitted by:

Rev. Thomas Abugah

January 2005.          

