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Hallelujah, Praise our LORD, from 
whom all blessings flow!  I have 
recanted many times how GOD 
has truly blessed KUC with many 
talented, loving, and generous 
members.  May we honor HIS maj-
esty as we actively choose to live 
our lives to serve and to love one 
another as HE commands us to 
do.  

 
Your Executive Council comprised 
of dedicated members and our 
Pastors are working diligently to ad-
dress concerns, celebrate joys, 
and implement our 5Ms efforts on 
behalf of our Ohana.  We earnestly 
and sincerely pray for your active 
participation in our ministries  é 
Magnification (Edith Bal), Member-
ship (Gaylord Kubota), Maturity 
(Kathy Toda), Ministries (Bob Takitani 
and Mabel Sakuma) , Missions 
(Valerie Kubota); Administration & 
Operations Ministries, and Pastoral 
Care Ministries (Pastors Dexter, Jay-

son and Ken).  Also, be sure to 
òplug inó to a bible study group 
and participate in our many Matur-
ity classes. There are a host of op-
portunities for you to fellowship and 
serve within our Ohana! 

O 
ne of many priorities is acti-
vating a Search Committee 

for our Nichigobu Pastor, with 
members from KUC and Nikkei 
membership with Pastor Ken in an 
advisory capacity.   By the time 
you receive this issue of our Cou-
rier, we will have had an Annual 
Congregational Meeting to re-
ceive and approve all Reports, 
along with consideration of in-
creasing the Pastorõs salary range, 
which is a recommendation from 
a congregational town meeting,  

As our physical facilities age, the 
Executive Council has approved to 
engage in moving forward with the 
following projects:  nearly com-
pleted Sewer/Fire Hydrant, Kunu 
Parsonage re-roofing and exterior 

painting, main Chapel shade 
treatment on the Paia side; to be 
followed at a later date, Puaaiki 
Hall re-roofing and Kawaialoha 
window treatment on the courtyard 
side.  

I  
n the works are the Pastorsõ 
Evaluations and position de-

scription for a part-time Administra-
tive Assistant.  We want to assure 
you that we are in compliance 
with State and Federal labor laws, 
from which we are not exempt, 
before we proceed further. Your 
Council members will be working 
to òclean house,ó so to speak, by 
concentrating on our Bylaws, poli-
cies, procedures, and reassessing 
our present plans in order to assure 
that we discern GODõs plan for HIS 
Ohana at KUC.  Your prayers are 
much appreciated. ¥ 

  

 

òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó says the LORD, òplans for good and not for 

evil, to give you a future and a hope.ó  Jeremiah 29:11  

In faithful and joyous service to our LORD and YOU! 

Jeanette Kinaka, Moderator 
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Dear KUC Ohana, 
 
As we explored possible mission opportunities for KUC we saw miles and miles of roadway; acres 
and acres of dry, inhospitable land; unusual outcroppings of massive rocks; streaks of flashing 
white lightning; and sheets of monsoon rain. We also saw the deep, deep love of Navajo fathers 
for their children and parts of the work of God as he saves the Native American people and brings 
them to complete faith in him.  
 
 
KNOWING & OBEYING GODõS WORD 
Our first visit was to Indian Bible College in Flagstaff, Arizona, where we spent hours with Principal 
Jason Koppen and Business Administrator Bob Richardson as they shared about the ministry of the 

college, including its mission: to educate and disciple indige-
nous Native Christians for lifetimes of biblical ministry and 
spiritual leadership to their people and the world, and its 
needs: financial partners and help from work teams.  
 
The student body ranges from 30 to 50 students. God is using 
the graduates of IBC in both reservation and urban churches. 
A large percentage of pastors of Navajo evangelical 
churches are gradu-
ates of this school. 
Since the school is a 

non-profit, faith-based mission, it depends highly upon 
churches and individuals for financial support and upon 

skilled and unskilled 
volunteers to help with 
necessary mainte-
nance. I did some 
electrical work while 
there and Gail helped 
with some òspringó 
cleaning. You  
can learn more about Indian Bible College at  
indianbible.org.  
 

 
 
UNLIKELY BROTHERS BY AN AMAZING GOD 
While in Flagstaff, God providentially connected us with Pastor Han and Myron. About four years 
ago God called Pastor Han to leave his church in Korea and bring his young family to minister to 
the Navajo in the Gray Mountain area of Arizona. Although speaking only very little English and ab-
solutely no Navajo, Pastor Han obeyed. A Korean colleague in Arizona questioned Pastor Han: You 
barely speak English and you speak no Navajo. What are you doing here?  Pastor Han was 
crushed; day and night he was in anguish. Then one night as he prayed, the Lord said: Donõt worry 
about your mouth. Use your hands and your heart to tell these people about me . Then God gave 

(Continued on page 3  MISSIONS TEAM) 

Classrooms downstairs, dorms upstairs. 

Skilled work team from church in 
 California. 

 

 

 

 

Unskilled work team from church in 
Oregon.  
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Pastor Han a vision for ministry. He also gave Pastor Han a Na-
vajo brother, Myron, and gave Myron the same vision!  
 
Myronõs mother, now Pastor Hanõs adoptive mother, granted 
Pastor Han the use of 1,000 acres of reservation land for a Mis-
sion Station (Arizonaõs Navajo prohibit the building of churches 
on the reservation) and for agriculture development. Pastor 
Han and Myronõs vision is of a holistic ministry of sharing the 
gospel and equipping the Native people for sustainable agri-
culture. 
 
One doesnõt need a degree in agriculture to know that food bearing plants will not grow on dry, 
baked land.  It was my turn to see. Through Myron, God showed me his sovereignty even in that bar-
ren place.  

òWhereõs the water?ó I asked. Myron took me to a place with green shrubs. òBelow those trees is wa-
ter,ó he said. òThe white men put us out here, but God gave us the water. On July 28, we are going 

to start building a dam across the gulch and pump that wa-
ter up to irrigate the field.ó 
 
òWhat field?ó was my next question. Myron eagerly showed 
me the land. All I saw 
was desert. But Myron 
and Pastor Han envi-
sioned corn, grape 
vines, apple trees, apri-
cot trees and fig trees. 
They had already tested 

over 100 plants for suitability. 
 
Myronõs testimonies of Godõs sufficiency went on and on. As I 
marveled at this unlikely brotherhood possible only by God, 
1Corinthians 1:27 came to mind: God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. I am still in awe. 
 
 
 
OUR SANOSTEE OHANA 
Leaving Arizona we headed for Sanostee, New Mexico, to meet Pastor Rick Begay and his Navajo 

congregation at Mesa Baptist Church. On Google satellite 
maps it looked like the church sat in a remote desert dotted 
with a few homes, too far from civilization. Just as predicted, 
the reservation was arid and void of vegetation. Sanostee was 
set away from the main road, near the mountains. But the few 
homes were actually a growing community of about 4,000  
Navajo. 
 

(Continued on page 4 MISSIONS TEAM 

 
 

L-R: Pastor Han, Pastor Dexter. Myron 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Evidence of water.  

The field. 

Mesa Baptist Church 
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Pastor Rick has been leading his congregation of 40 to 50 to reach into their community and 
other surrounding communities with love and the gospel: missions! One of their efforts is  pre-
paring meals at Thanksgiving, traveling an hour to a 
nearby city, and sharing with anyone in need of a meal, 
company, prayer, or the Lord.  
 
Pastor Rickõs vision is for a church that the immediate 
community can turn to for help (youth activities, a Cele-
brate Recovery ministry for alcohol and drug addicts, 
used clothes and food pantries) and where the members 
consistently reach beyond their church with the gospel.  
 
 

 
Some of the needs of Mesa Baptist Church are audio vis-
ual equipment, leadership training for Celebrate Recov-
ery, and gas for winter heating ($800 fills their propane 
tank for the year). òOne winter we had no propane,ó re-
called Pastor Rick, òbut the people still came and we 
could see our breath as we sang.ó 
 
As we tried to sing Navajo hymns, we knew we were in the 
company of family in Christ. They are striving to love and 
serve the Lord just as we do. 

 
 
 
THE CHILDREN 
The city closest to Sanostee and with hotels is Farmington, an hour and twenty minutes away. 
There, again providentially, God brought us to Navajo Ministries. Serving primarily the Navajo in 
the Four Corners region, Navajo Ministries has helped to 
meet physical, emotional, educational and spiritual 
needs of Navajo families and children since 1953.  
 
One area we did not even think about was neglected 
and abused Native American children. Navajo Ministries 
provides safe, loving homes for them for one to two year 

extended care, tem-
porary emergency 
care, and on -site 
schooling for grades 
one through five to lessen the overwhelming amount of 
adjustments these children must make. They also have a 
counseling center which gives families and individuals op-
portunities to meet with licensed counselors who give Bibli-
cal direction to restore individuals, couples and families.  
 

(Continued on page 5 MISSIONS TEAM) 

(MISSIONS TEAM from page 3) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The propane tank. 

Cottages that are safe homes for  
children from abusive or neglectful  

backgrounds.  

 

Kitchen and dining areas.  
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(MISSIONS TEAM from page 4) 
 

Navajo Ministries also coordinates groups wanting to do short
-term missions. They connect groups with Navajo churches 
to teach Vacation Bible School. Eventually, the Navajo con-
gregations can conduct their own VBS programs. Learn 
more about Navajo Ministries at navajoministries.org. 
 
 
The Navajo nation is the largest among the Native American 
Indians, and only 1% of them are Christians. Many of them, 
understandably, continue to resent the US government. Their 
displacement left many men without work and purpose and limited many women to making and 
selling arts and crafts. 
 
Please pray for the Missions Team as we discern Godõs direction for KUCõs involvement in his work 
among the Navajo people. And please pray for Godõs salvation and healing of the Navajo nation. 
 

The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

         Luke 10:2 
 

If the Lord is leading you to join the Missions Team, please contact me.¥ 
 
A fellow laborer for Godõs Kingdom, 

Pastor Dexter 
 

 
 

Short-term mission group from Ohio.  

 

In remembrance of Pastor Miyokawa, who went to be with the Lord in June:  

òPastor Miyokawa came to Maui four years ago to have Sunday worship services for our Japanese-speaking group.  In 
his first bible study with us, we questioned who the sons of God in Genesis 6:2 referenced.  He answered òI donõt know, 
but I will find out when I get to heaven.ó  I respected his honest answer.  He devoted his time to his Sunday messages 
and our bible studies.  We were truly amazed with his thorough knowledge of the Bible.  He helped us to mature and 
grow spiritually.  He continued to minister Godõs word even after he was diagnosed with liver cancer.  As he left Maui, 
he assured us, òItõs not goodbye but Iõll see you again!ó À 

 

Pastor Yukio Miyokawa and his wife Tokuko (center) are pictured with Nichigo-Bu members 
at the Kahului Airport before their move to Oahu.  

Shared by Reiko Irimata, Nichigo-Bu member  
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If youõve had a chance to read Pastor Dexterõs 
annual report, which was recently distributed to 
members, youõre aware that there have been 
changes in our areas of responsibilities. Pastor 
Dexter and I are now sharing Missions, and I am 
overseeing Buildings and Grounds (under Admini-
stration). [Editorõs note: see front page and page 
11 for articles on Buildings and Grounds] 

 

MISSIONS 
Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make 
known among the nations what he has done. 1 
Chronicles 16:8 

W 
e've purchased just over $2,000 of school 
supplies to assist the Salvation Army with 

their annual distribution to families in need.  Thanks 
to June Fukuoka for coordinating with Jan Medina 
of the Salvation Army.  

June was also instrumental in a last-minute rallying 
of our Nichigo-bu and English-speaking members 
in an outreach to youth from Japan participating 
in the Aloha Initiative. (This program provides res-
pite to Japanese families displaced by the March 
tsunami and earthquake). We opened our doors 
to over 20 students and their host families, provid-
ing them a great potluck lunch and the Christian 
message through testimony, personal sharing, 
music, and hula.  We trust that seeds have been 
planted in these young hearts and their host fami-
lies as well.  

We are very grateful for Yukichi and Nancy Suzuki 
for assisting with our Nichigo-bu once a month. 
This dedicated missionary couple from Kalihi Union 
Church come and minister on Sunday as well as 
hold a Bible study on Tuesday. We were privileged 
to have Reverend Tomohiro Fuyuki of International 
Japanese Christian Church also fill the pulpit on 
July 10. òDomo arigatoó to all of these faithful ser-
vants. Please continue to pray for the Miyokawa 
family in their loss and also for the Nichigo-bu that 
the Lord would provide them with a new pastor.  

PASTORAL MINISTRY 
Eight in eight. Eight funerals in eight weeks.  Some 
were members, some were friends of KUC. Many 
were elderly but not all.  Are you prepared for your 
final days here on earth? Have you been able to 
help those around you to prepare? Pastor Dexter 
and his team will be taking us through a series on 
òDying Well.ó Although it may sound morbid, we all 
need to be prepared and help others to be ready 
for what is inevitable. Romans 10:13 says, 
òEveryone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.ó And a couple of verses back gives us 
a better picture of what it means to call upon Je-
susõ name. òIf you confess with your mouth, òJesus 
is Lord,ó and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.ó Have you 
been saved from eternal separation from God by 
your sins?  

I  
f not, you are not prepared for life after death. 
Jesus came down from heaven, was born into 

this world just like the rest of us to experience life 
as we do except he never sinned. This qualified 
him to become the greatest sacrifice. He took 
upon his sinless self the sins of the world, your sin 
and my sin. Then he went to the cross to suffer 
and die and face the punishment that we de-
served. But he didnõt stay dead. He arose on the 
third day just as he said he would, to conquer sin 
and death and lead all who would believe in him 
into an eternity with your God and creator.  

Have you prepared for your passing? Have you 
helped someone to find peace with God? Call on 

the name of the LORD and you will be saved. À 

 

In Christ, 

Ken and Annette 
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Sally Michael, one of the authors of the Children 
Desiring God curriculum, writes in the preface to A 
Sure Foundation, a curriculum for toddlers:  
 
We see glimpses of the greatness of God, but we 
are so finite and He is so infinite  How then can we 
hope to help toddlers see an infinite God?  Little by 
little and step by step we can build a foundation of 
understanding for little children.  Will they catch it 
all? No. But they will catch some of it, and little by 
little they will begin to understand who God is and 
how great God is.  Will they remember it all?  No.  
But we will repeat it over and over. òWe will tell the 
next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the 
LORD, his power, and the wonders he has 
doneó (Psalm 78:4) 
 

s we begin a new school year, our curriculum 
plans include teaching basic truths to the pre-

schoolers over and over and reading Bible stories 
over and over as repetition is key to teaching pre-
schoolers.  Using basic truths from A Sure Founda-
tion (e.g. God made everything, God is big, Jesus 

is the Boss, and Jesus loves you), we will provide 
experiences that will show how God is involved in 
their daily lives and how great he is.  While we know 
the preschoolers will not remember it all, we know 
seeds will be planted in them, awaiting Godõs tim-
ing for growth.  Incidents we have been told vali-
date the planting: A preschooler telling a grandpa 
in the middle of a church service, òGrandpa, 
Grandpa! Did you know God knows everything?ó A 
child singing to his family, òEverybody, everywhere, 
raise your hands up in the air and say, Jesus, Jesus 
is alive!ó  On seeing a cross on the side of the road, 
a child remembering Pastor Kenõs chapel lesson, 
òOnly if he believe in Jesus, then he go to heaven 
and be with God.ó   
 
With 30 children ages 2-1/2 to 5 in our care, we ask 
to be included in your prayers: for Godõs wisdom 
and guidance for the teachers and for families to 
have open hearts to hear Godõs Word as we send 
home projects with Scripture. 
 

By Faith Ito, Preschool Director 

 

Lord, as we seek your wisdom to teach and care for the new preschoolers, help us to remember that 
once we were children, too, with the same energy, curiosity and stubborness! ¥ 

L-R: Miss Cyje, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Jennifer & Mrs. Flores, Mrs. Ito 
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I have a friend named Rhoda who 
I've known since the 7th grade at 
Lihikai School.  Not too long ago she 
discovered she had cancer, a very 
rare type called Gastrointestinal Stro-
mal Tumor (GIST).  In December of 
last year she moved to California to 
live with her daughter while she un-
derwent an experimental treatment.  
We kept in touch while she was 
away.  I'd send her a book or a card 
to encourage her, and we'd ex-
change messages on Facebook.   

   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

At first her treatment seemed 
hopeful, but then things turned 
and she got progressively worse.  
In April she decided she'd had 
enough after suffering a stroke, 
and she came home to Maui.  
From the airport she went imme-
diately to the hospital and was 
admitted.  Fortunately I work 
nearby, so I'd walk up on my 
lunch breaks and visit with her a 
couple of times a week.  Rhoda 
had another friend, who is not 
necessarily a Christian (I'll call her 
J.W.)  Every time I'd go to visit 
Rhoda, J.W. was there.  When 
Rhoda was having a bad day, I'd 
remind her how much God loves 
her and I'd pray with her.   

ne day she confided in me 
that she had received a 

blood transfusion and was feeling 
extremely guilty about it.  She 
even said she thought she had 
sinned and that her suffering was 
her punishment from God.  Fortu-
nately at that time, her friend J.W. 
was not in the room so I immedi-
ately told her that was not true, 
that God loves her and would 
never punish her for having a 
blood transfusion.  She started to 

cry and told me I was 
the first person that ever 
told her that. That day I 
realized I needed to tell 
her about Jesus. But 
every time I wanted to 
bring it up, it seemed 
J.W. was around, and I 
knew it would create a 
conflict if I said anything 
in front of her. The next 
time I planned to visit 
Rhoda, I made up my 
mind that I was going to 
tell her although I wasn't 
sure just how to do it.  
Then I remembered Pastor Dex-
ter's sermon from Sunday.  He 
said when teenagers text friends 
on their cell phones, they should 
ask them about heaven.  

n my walk up to the hospital I 
prayed and asked the Lord to 

be with me and to give me the 
right words to say to Rhoda.  I got 
to her room, and her friend J.W. 
was not around.  Rhoda was hav-
ing a very bad day; they had in-
creased her morphine, and there 
were no treatments left for her.  I 
just held her hand and prayed 
with her. Her friend J.W., ap-
peared at the door, looked in 
and said hello, and then she left.  
For some reason she stayed in 
the lobby the entire time I was 
there!  That was the first time that 
ever happened.  Then as Rhoda 
and I talked story, I finally asked 
her, "Rhoda, what do you think 
about heaven?"  She answered, 
"Well, I think there's no pain and 
no doctors." I told her yes, the Bi-
ble says there are no more tears 
and no more suffering, and we 
get to be praising God the whole 

time.  I went on to share with her 
about Jesus' gift of salvation and 
asked her if she'd like to receive 
this gift.  To my great joy she an-
swered, òYes!ó  I prayed with her 
and she accepted Jesus as her 
Lord and Savior. I was so happy, I 
wanted to cry.  I always try to 
plant seeds in people I meet, but 
this was the first person I've ever 
led to Christ.  

hat was on Monday, May 16th.  
By Friday of that week Rhoda 

was on a stronger dose of mor-
phine, unconscious and gasping 
for air; and the following Monday, 
May 23rd, my friend Rhoda went 
home to Jesus.   

I am so grateful for Pastor Dexter's 
words that helped me to reach 
out to her.  I can't imagine how I'd 
feel if I didn't tell her; what would I 
say to Jesus? How would I answer 
him when he asks me why didn't I 
say anything to her when she was 
right there in front of me so many 
times?  I miss my friend, but I 
know where she is and I know that 
I'll see her again.¥ 

By Tobi Uehara 

L-R: Rhoda, Tobi, Kehau Santiago 
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MATURITY YOU WERE CREATED TO BECOME LIKE CHRIST 

òHow is it that God is love (or lov-
ing), when he is so self-exalting?ó 

 

This is a good question because if 
we, as human beings, were to do 
this (be so self-exalting), it wouldnõt 
be looked upon as love or loving.  
This is a question that was asked in 
our Adult Sunday School. What 
follows is how Dean Ishihara and I 
have responded to the many in-
stances in Scripture where God 
commands us to praise him and 
how that connects with God be-
ing a God of love.  We hope 
reading this will be profitable for 
those of you who did not hear our 
response in Adult Education. 

or people like us, seeking 
praise from or òtooting our 

hornó to make others see how 
great I am or the good things I am 
able to accomplish for others 
would probably look like I had 
some kind of òinferiority complexó 
. . . that the recognition from other 
people is what I need, to be a 
whole person. It would suggest 
something is wrong with my mind; 
that I have a weak ego.  It would 
be a turn off for me to say to you, 
òExalt me, praise me, glorify me, 
make much of me.ó  We donõt like 
people like this or at least we donõt 
want to be around them.  More-
over, the bible tells us to not be 
like that (Ps. 5:5). 

But we are talking about human 
beings here, not about God.   

For God, there is no deficiency or 
weakness (Rm. 11:36; Acts 17:25).  
God doesnõt need or command 
our praise because he has a lack 
in him that must be fulfilled or met 

by our actions.  Rather, that praise 
for him is seeing that He is our 
eternal joy.   

hat we apply to human 
beings cannot be applied 

in the same way to God.  God is 
the only unique, glorious, beauti-
ful, magnificent, totally self -
sufficient being in the universe.  If 
God, therefore, were to point us 
anywhere else besides him to find 
what we need most, he would not 
be giving us the very best thing ð 
the thing that would satisfy us for-
ever.  In fact, God would be com-
mitting idolatry if he said there is 
something else that you should 
praise; because that thing, what-
ever it is, would be more valuable 
and greater than God (which of 
course would not be true).  

The one thing that would satisfy 
your soul and my soul the most, 
the longest, is none other than 
God himself.  If God withholds 
himself or gives us anything less, 
then he does not love us.  How is 
this so? 

hink about yourself for a mo-
ment.  When you have some-

thing of great worth to you, some-
thing you really see as valuable, 
you cherish it.  You speak of it.  
You delight in what you treasure.  
That joy you have doesnõt make 
the object better, but rather com-
pletes your heartõs passion for it. 

Itõs like the man who discovers a 
great treasure in a field and cov-
ers it up.  In his joy, he sells every-
thing he owns to buy that field so 
he can delight in the treasure.  
(Matthew 13:44)  If we truly treas-
ure God for whom he is, we will 

willingly give all that we have to be 
with him forever and praise him 
forever. 

Well, this is what it means to wor-
ship or praise God.  Just as lovers 
keep on telling one another how 
beautiful and precious they are, 
so our delight of God is not com-
plete without our expression of it.   

o if God gives us himself 
(which is the greatest treasure 

in the world), first of all, it shows he 
loves us.  He has given us the very 
best.  However, secondly, that 
praise or delight in him (which 
does nothing to complete God or 
meet a deficiency in him, as he 
has none), fulfills and completes 
our joy in him as the eternal satis-
faction of our souls.  In other 
words, the fullness of our joy can 
only be found in knowing and 
praising him as the most glorious 
of all beings.    

 

Therefore, for God to direct all the 
attention toward himself and invite 
and command you to enjoy him, 
is the most loving thing he can do 
for you.  There is nothing else in 
the universe that will complete you 

and satisfy you forever. À 

Yours for the Kingdom, 

Dean Ishihara 

 and Pastor Jayson 
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MEMBERSHIP YOU WERE FORMED FOR GODõS FAMILY 

Aloha, I am Robert òBobó Raymond, a Maui boy.  I was born in Paia, Maui, on January 13, 
1922 and lived in Kuau.  Later we moved to Kula where I attended Kealahou School and 
then to Kauai where my parents (both school teachers) were working.  When my grandfather 
died, I moved back to Maui to live with my grandma. Grandma had a big influence on my 
life.  By her example, she taught me the importance of living a good and honest Hawaiian 
lifestyle (i.e. respect the Lord, the land, and family).   

After graduating from Maui High School, I attended California 
Polytechnic State University.  When World War II broke out, I 
enlisted with the Navy and served as a naval aviator in the 
South Pacific during the war.  After 22 years of military service, I 
retired and returned to Maui where I then worked as a State 

Farm insurance agent for 20 years.  I knew God existed and thanked the Lord many times for 
helping me, but I did not think I needed his help for everything.  As a pilot and as an insur-
ance agent, I thought I was doing it all by myself.  Oh, I went to church on those important 
days ð Easter and Christmas, but I was really not living a faithful Christian life.   

The Message of Jesus 
About 20 years ago, with the encouragement of my 
second wife Margaret, I began attending church 
regularly.  It was a good church, but I wanted to find a 
church family where I could grow in my faith.  Marga-
ret agreed to go with me and we visited many 
churches together.   I finally began hearing (not just with my ears but in my heart) the message 
of Jesus when Tracy Floyd was pastor here at KUC.  I did not have a "bright light" experience, 
but I felt peacefulness in my heart.  Margaret and I became members of KUC on August 21, 
1994.  Since then KUC members have helped me in my faith, and I have also been able to 
fellowship regularly with many high school friends including Mieko Crowell, Sam Hironaka, the 
late Willard òLankyó Matsumoto, and Nancy Miyake. 

God has been watching over me all these years.  Now I am sincere in asking him for his help 
and in thanking him ð many times a day.  For this chance to speak to God each day, I am 
most grateful. ¥  

The òReaders Digestó  
condensed  

version of my life 

I wanted to find a church 

family where I could grow 

in my faith.   

Bob serves as an usher and 
also enjoys helping out with 
Menõs Fellowship activities.   
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We have a new bus! Well, itõs a brand new, second-hand bus. Donõt we already have a bus? Yes, 
but with the original bus, the battery would run low just about every week. When we ride the new 
bus, it starts!  It also has a wheelchair lift and the air conditioner works! What a blessing. The new 
bus does not require a special type of driverõs license, which expands the availability of the bus 
and its drivers tremendously. If you would like to drive the bus for your ministry, please bring your 
current traffic abstract to the office and be willing to have a background check done on you. 

Praise God! This was a good buy and another blessing from 
our LORD!  

There is much to do to catch up in the area of buildings and 
grounds maintenance.  Jeanette shares more about them in 

her article on the front page. À 

 

Our ònewó second-hand bus.  

By Pastor Ken 

 

L-R: Nancy Yamashita, Agnes Takushi, 
Dolly  Gushiken, Ruth Yamamura,  
Beryl Matoi, Jeanne Kuwada 

 

The LORD appeared to 
Abraham near the great 
trees of Mamre while he 
was sitting at the entrance 
to his tent in the heat of the 
day. Abraham looked up 
and saw three men stand-
ing nearby. When he saw 
them, he hurried from the 
entrance of his tent to 
meet them and bowed 
low to the ground.  

He said, òIf I have found 
favor in your eyes, my lord, 
do not pass your servant 

by. Let a little water be 
brought, and then you 
may all wash your feet and 
rest under this tree. Let me 
get you something to eat, 
so you can be refreshed 
and then go on your way ñ
now that you have come 
to your servant.ó òVery well,ó 
they answered, òdo as you 
say.ó Genesis 18:1-5 (NIV) 

ust as Abraham 
offered warm hos-

pitality to his visitors, you 
can help to 
welcome 
visitors to 
our Sunday 
services by 
serving as a 
greeter.  
Greeters 
are the 
òfaceó of 
our church 
and of 
God.  They 

make the 
first impres-
sion on 
those who 
are visiting 
and looking 
for a church 
family.  New 
members have shared 
how they were warmly 
welcomed by our greet-
ers and how this encour-
aged them to continue 
attending services.  

hat qualities do 
our greeters 

have?  Theyõre friendly, 
have a cheerful smile, 
and have a heart to 
serve others. If youõre a 
member and are not 
serving in a ministry, will 
you please consider tak-
ing the next step in your 
commitment to the Lord 
by serving Him in this 

ministry?  Please contact 
Fumiko Uehara at 244-
5732 or express your in-
terest in serving to any of 
the greeters on Sunday.  
Theyõll be happy to an-
swer any questions you 
have and may even 
share some of their 
memorable experiences 

with you. À 

 

 

 

 

L-R: Shirley Magarifuji, Vassilia 
Ishihara, Jon and Geri Kimoto 
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