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By Pastor Dexter  

Dear KUC Ohana, 
 
Recently 15 people completed Discovering 
Membership 100 and were brought into mem-
bership. In that class they learned about KUCõs 
strategy for growth. Do you remember what that 
strategy is? Do you know the part you play in it? 
As we begin a new fiscal year, itõs good that we 
review this. 
 
What is our strategy? In one sentence, the strat-
egy of KUC is to move people òfrom the outside 
in.ó This happens by helping people in the outer 
ring (see diagram) move in the direction of the 
center ring. Each ring going toward the center 
denotes a higher level of commitment. It means 
helping those in our community who attend KUC 
occasionally to make a commitment to attend 
KUC regularly, and regular attenders in the KUC 
crowd to become members of our congrega-
tion, and members of KUC to commit to be-
coming more and more like Christ, and those 
who are committed to growing in spiritual matur-
ity to commit to being lay ministers of KUC. Lay 
ministers are those who want to live their lives 
building Godõs kingdom: that others might put 
their complete trust in God.  
 
How do people move òfrom the outside inó? 
One very good way is through Life Groups.  

How do Life Groups 
help? Letõs take the outer-
most ring, the occasional 
attenders from our com-
munity, as an example. 
Compared to Sunday 
worship services, Life 
Groups are small and 
casual, yet purposeful. 
They are also short-term, 
lasting 6 to 8 weeks. This is 
a great place to bring a 
friend. In this setting they 
can get to know a variety 
of Christians more genu-

inely than on a few Sun-
day mornings and get a 
truer picture of who a 
Christian is. And since it 
requires just a short-term 
commitment, an occa-
sional attender is more 
likely to try it out. 
 
Now letõs look at those 
who are members of our 
congregation. You want 
to mature spiritually. How-
ever, Sunday service is 
not the best time to have 
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things clarified or to ask for help in applying the messages to your life. Life Groups are a great 
place for you! There, in safe company, you can wrestle with understanding the Sunday message 
or other scripture and with honestly living out Godõs word. After the 6 to 8 weeks, you take a 
break. Let God work in you. At the start of the next quarter you can sign up for another Life Group 
or you can facilitate one (training is provided). What about the friends you made in the first Life 
Group? We encourage you to meet on your own for coffee, sharing, and prayer.  
 
Life Groups are a good remedy for preventing koinonitis, from the Greek word koinonia  which 
means ôfellowship.õ Koinonitis is a term used to describe what can happen when a group of peo-
ple meet for an extended time. There is a danger of becoming ingrown, indifferent to outsiders, 
and self-centered, caring only about each otherõs needs and not about the salvation of those 
still lost. 
 
Do I have a part in KUCõs strategy? Yes, keep moving òfrom the outside in.ó And bring others 
with you. This way, together we will achieve the aim for which this strategy was chosen. 
 
What is the aim of this strategy? The aim of this strategy is spiritual and numerical growth. It is to 
fulfill the Great Commandment and Great Commission, and so build Godõs kingdom. 
 

ôLove the Lord your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul and with all your mind.õ 

ôLove your neighbor as yourself.õ 
From Matthew 22:37-38 

 
ôGo and make disciples of all nations...õ 

ôAnd surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.õ 
From Matthew 28:19-20  Z 

 

Pastor Dexter 

(CIRCLES from page 1) 

 

June 6 
Town Meeting between services 

June 11, 14 
Office Closed, Kamehameha Day  

June 20 
Fatherõs Day Brunch 

June 26 
Chapel Clean Up, 8am -10am  

June 27 
Budget and Election Meeting  

July 5 
Office Closed, Independence Day  

July 12-16 
Vacation Bible School, 8am -12pm  

July 18 
Annual Church Picnic 

July 31 
Chapel Clean Up, 8am -10am  

August 1-6 
Rummage Sale Preparation 

August 7 
Rummage Sale  

August 15 
All Sunday School classes resume 

August 20, 23 
Office Closed, Admissions Day 

August 22 
Annual Membership Meeting  

August 28 
Chapel Clean Up, 8am -10am  

KUC Calendar  
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MAGNIFICATION YOU WERE PLANNED FOR GODõS PLEASURE 
 

 

ò24Your procession has come into view, 

O God, the procession of my God and 

King into the sanctuary. 25In front are 

the singers, after them the musicians; 

with them are the maidens playing 

tambourines. 26Praise God in the great 

congregation; praise the LORD in the 

assembly of Israel.  Psalm 68:24-26 

ur Worship Teams engage us 
in bringing honor, glory and 

praise to our God.  Recently our 
2nd Service Worship Teams enlisted 
the help of Christian professional 
musician Norm Stockton to help 
them improve what they were al-
ready doing for the LORD.  One of 
the things that the team learned 
was the ò100 Percent Rule.ó The 
best way to explain this rule is by 
example:  if you have a four -
piece jazz ensemble, each mem-
ber contributes 25% to the overall 
sound and performance.  

f we took this rule and applied 
it to this yearõs Easter Celebra-

tion, how many participants 

made up the celebration? Well, 
letõs start with the awesome string 
quintet, under the direction of 
Iolani Yamashiro .  Each musician 
contributed one fifth of the overall 
sound and performance of the 
quintet. Collectively, they created 
a sound that was sweet and wor-
shipful.   

hey were not the only partici-
pants that day, but one part of 
the ò100 Percent Rule.ó  Each 
player listens carefully to the 
other, in harmony with each 
other, and all working together for 
one common goal, to worship our 
King! 

f course, there were Randy 
and Gay Hongo , and then 

the Family, Nichigo -bu, and 
Chancel choir members doing 
their part. And we must not forget 
Mele Hoõala O Ke Akua that 
graced our stage with dance 
unto the LORD.  Then there was 

Elsie Kimuraõs Ukulele Group, and 
Pastors Dexter and Jayson .  But 
wait!  There were more people 
that made this worship event glori-
fying to God.  We must not forget 
the ushers, greeters , those at the 
salvation table , kitchen crew , ice  
cream sundae crew,  sound  and 
video teams , painting crew , egg 
hunt and golf crews , set up and 
clean up teams . Did we forget 
anybody?  YES!  All of you  who 
invited your family and friends to 
our service and everyone who 
came together to worship our 
King . 

hen we come together 
each Sunday letõs all re-

member the ò100 Percent Rule,ó 
and do our part to worship our 
King.  Worship is not a spectator 
sport.  It requires all of us to do our 
part to bring honor, and glory, 
and praise to God!   Z 

 

Dawn Alexander shares:  
òEunice Arakawa ap-
proached us one Sunday 
and asked if our family would 
serve as ushers.  We were fairly new to KUC and thought 
this would be a great way to get involved in a ministry.  
This experience acquainted us with our church family.  
We have made many new friends, and they have been 
such a blessing to our family.  The Ushers Ministry has 
helped us become more involved with our church fam-
ily, and we now feel comfortable helping out in other 
areas.  It has been the perfect way for us to serve, pray, 
and worship together as a family.ó  Z 

 

In harmony, with the ñ100 Percent Ruleò 

L-R: Dayton, AJ, Dawn, and Arnold Alexander.  [Photo 
courtesy Dawn Alexander] 

Will you help with our Ushers Ministry, too?   Please contact Eunice Arakawa for details. 

By Pastor Ken 



MEMBERSHIP YOU WERE FORMED FOR GODõS FAMILY 

PAGE 4 VOLUME 35, ISSUE 2 

By Pastor Dexter 

 
Fifteen people participated in the Discovering Membership 100 class this spring. They met for 
about six weeks and covered what it means to be a Christian, to be baptized, and to take com-
munion. They also covered the mission of Kahului Union Church and the strategy being imple-
mented to accomplish our mission. At the end of this series of classes each person made four 
commitments to KUC:  
 

1) To protect the unity of KUC by acting in love toward other members, by refusing to gossip, 
and by supporting the leadership.  
 
2) To share in the responsibility of KUC by praying for their friends and family who donõt know 
Jesus, inviting them to church, and warmly welcoming all visitors.  
 
3) To serve the ministry of KUC by discovering their gifts and talents, by being equipped at 
KUC to serve, and by having a servantõs heart. 
 
4) To uphold the testimony of KUC by attending faithfully, by living a godly life, and by giving 
regularly. 

 
Having completed Discovering Membership 100, these new members will be going on to 
òsecond base,ó Discovering Spiritual Maturity 200 taught by Pastor Jayson, and will learn the habits 
of spiritual growth. At òthird base,ó Discovering My Ministry 300, they will discover their S.H.A.P.E. 
profile with Pastor Ken and be equipped 
to serve in the church and community. 
Then on to òhome plate,ó Discovering My 
Mission 400. Also taught by Pastor Ken, 
these new members will learn how to 
share their testimony. 
 
After going around òthe basesó they will be 
the first to attend our newest 5Ms class, 
Magnification 500. Through this class they 
will learn to live out the 5Ms in the context 
of a Life Group and so fulfill the Great 
Commandment and Great Commission, 
the mission of KUC. 
 
Welcome, new members! Weõre so glad 
youõre a part of Godõs family here at KUC!  
Z 
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ADMINISTRATION 

Aloha all,  

Are you ready for summer?  Con-
serving water for the potentially 
long, dry summer?  Kinda reminds 
me of the childrenõs story of the 
grasshopper and the ant.  Should 

we be like a carefree grasshopper 
with the knowledge that God will 
provide?  Or be like the ant be-
cause God gave us the ability to 
plan ahead and prepare?   

This is a question the council strug-
gles with all the time.  Do we ex-
pend the funds for repairs that 
need to be done, thus exceeding 
our line item budget, or expend 
the funds by borrowing from an-
other program?   Are we only al-
lowed to spend the $50K budg-
eted for building maintenance (a 
line item), or can we use excess 
money from electricity within the 
operations program?  Your Execu-
tive Council has carefully author-
ized program spending to main-
tain the facilities God has en-
trusted to us. 

Budget?  Well, itõs right around the 
corner.  Please mark your calen-
dars with the dates shown on the 
next column, and please partici-
pate in this process.  Your involve-
ment as a member of Godõs fam-
ily is critical. 

The Joy of Serving 
Some of you know I work for the 
County of Maui.  Some knew I 
worked for the Department of Wa-
ter Supply (thus the water conser-
vation plug).  Coming from the 
private sector, Iõm often asked 
about my government experi-
ence.  I sum it up in three words: 
challenging, frustrating, rewarding.  

Society has grown to depend on 
government services, and govern-
ment has grown to meet that de-
mand, or at least attempt to meet 
that demand (thus, the challenge 
.é and the frustration).  With all the 
expectation, we all fall short.  Fi-
nally, service is rewarding.  We 
serve God in all facets of our life; 
in the church, in our homes, in the 
community, and yes, at work.  
Government is no different; we all 
experience the joy of serving.   

Some of you know I now work in 
the Solid Waste Division. Interest-
ingly, water, solid waste, wastewa-
ter ... òservicesó are like civil engi-
neers.  We arenõt recognized for 
the work we do until something 
goes wrong.  Do you appreciate 
the water at your tap?  It wasnõt 
always like that.  Do you appreci-
ate the trash pick-up or only com-
plain when itõs not done?  We did-
nõt always have that service.  Do 
you appreciate our Pastors and 
church leadership?  Do you give a 
simple thank you after a challeng-
ing sermon? 

Finally, thank you for the opportu-
nity to serve as moderator these 
past two years.  Together we have 
met the challenges, struggled with 
frustrations and experienced re-
wards, all in serving God.  I thank 
you, the Pastors, and the Executive 
Council for putting up with me.  Z 

Aloha and God bless always, 

Eric Yamashige 

June 6 ðTown Meeting to dis-
cuss the FY2011 
budget and 
slate of officers.  
The town meet-
ing is held be-
tween services 
at about 9:15 
AM. 

June 27 ðAnnual Budget and 
Election Meeting 
to approve the 
FY2011 budget 
and elect our 
officers.  This an-
nual meeting 
follows the 9:00 
AM combined 
service. 

August 22 ð Annual Member-

ship Meeting to 

receive the an-

nual report fol-

lowing the 9:00 

AM combined 

service.  Annual 

reports will be 

available to the 

congregation on 

August 1. 

 

 - the childrenõs story 
of the grasshopper 

and the ant - 
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 T he Nichigo -bu Ministry members enjoy its Wor-

ship Service on Sundays and choir practice 

and Bible Study on Tuesdays.  We also do visitations 

at Hale Makua.  Our church activities are quite 

peaceful and everything seems to be going well, but 

God is also showing us the importance of other 

things.  

H e did a mysterious thing.   It seems a person had 

visited our church several years ago. Recently, 

while shopping at the supermarket, she suddenly 

had a severe headache and fell to the floor.  Fortu-

nately, the shoppers and employees of the super-

market helped her and then called an ambulance.  

She was taken to the hospital Emergency Room 

where she was treated.   If this incident had hap-

pened at home, the situation would be serious due 

to the fact that she lives alone. Then God reminded 

her of a Japanese -speaking church at KUC, and she 

came to our Worship Service.  Her reaction to the 

worship message was splendid, and she asked 

many questions. She asked, òWhy does the Bible 

have the Old Testament and New Testament?ó  òWhy 

did Jesus Christ die on the cross?ó   She showed a lot 

(Continued on page 8 NICHIGO -BU)  

Let the words of Jesus give you encouragement: John 4:37-38 

n the March Courier I spoke 
briefly about the òSõsó of Friend-

ship Evangelism.  Most of us, how-
ever, have to get over the fear 
factor as we consider sharing Christ 
with our family, our circle of friends 
and beyond. I had to. One of the 
fears I had was, òWhat if I fail?ó   
How do we know we have been 
successful in evangelism?  When a 
person prays the sinnerõs prayer.  
When a person says, òOkay, Iõll 
come to church with you.ó  When 
a person says, òThanks for sharing. 
Iõll think about what you said.ó 
When a person says, òIõm not inter-
ested in your religion.ó  Which one 
says weõve failed?  

he answer is ònone of the 
aboveó. Even when your friend 
says òno thank youó or òget away 
from me, you Jesus freakó, you 
have not failed. You only fail when 
you donõt tell others about Jesus.  
You may be thinking, òBut they did-
nõt say the sinnerõs prayer!ò   

et the words of Jesus give you 
encouragement.  

ò37Thus the saying, ôOne sows and 
another reaps is true. 38I sent you 
to reap what you have not worked 
for. Others have done the hard 
work, and you have reaped the 
benefits of their labor.ó John 4:37-
38 

his verse says two important 
things about evangelism. First, it 

is a team effort.  If you investigate 
how most people come to Christ, 
you will probably find out that God 
has been at work in that personõs 
life for quite a while. I went through 
nine Sunday School teachers, one 
youth minister, and many a hand-
ful of other concerned Christians 
before I gave my life to Christ. God 
may use parents or grandparents, 
aunts or uncles, siblings or cousins, 
or neighbors to plant seeds of the 
gospel in a person.   

econd, coming to Christ is a 
process, and you are a very 

(Continued on page 7 KEN)  

By Pastor Ken 
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MISSIONS YOU WERE MADE FOR A MISSION 

important link in the chain that 
leads your friend to Christ. Biblically 
speaking, it begins with God 
choosing that person. Godõs Holy 
Spirit wakes that person up to their 
sin condition and need for forgive-
ness. Godõs Holy Spirit removes the 
spiritual blinders to that personõs 
eyes so that they can begin to un-
derstand Godõs word. Of course, 
Godõs son Jesus went to the cross 
to die for our sin, making it possible 
for us to be in a right relationship 
with God (1 Peter 1:1-5). And 
someone or several people are 
obedient to God by sharing Christ 
with them.   

inally, they make a choice 
to surrender their lives to Je-

sus. Unfortunately some will not. 
In fact, the Bible tells us that 
many will reject Jesus. (Iõll share 
more on the fear of rejection in 
the next issue).  The point today is 
that some of us will labor hard to 
plant seeds, while others will reap 
the benefits of their labor. You 
are not a failure in evangelism 
unless you are not involved in 
evangelism. Trust and obey and 
watch what God will do in you 
and through you!  Z 

 

(KEN from page 6) 

By Faith Ito, Preschool Director 

During the 2009-2010 school year, 
the children learned simple truth 
statements as we read from the Bi-
ble:  God is big; God made every-
thing; God knows everything; God is 
everywhere; Jesus loves us; Jesus is 
my best friend. They learned how 
God's Word applies to their daily ac-
tivities and relationships.  Z  

 

Bunny ears with  
Aikane ògrandmasó 

Pumpkin picking at  
Kula Country Farm 

 
A Hot Meal? 

Do you have a heart for those in our 
community who are less fortunate 
and going through difficult times?  
Would you help KUCõs Good Samari-
tan Project by preparing and serving 
lunch to the homeless at the Family 
Life Center in Kahului?  The hot meal 
can be prepared in the Puaaiki Hall 
kitchen and then transported to the 
Family Life Center to be served.  Itõs 
usually scheduled for the last 
Wednesday of each month.   

Team members, who work together 
on a rotational basis, include Mieko 
Crowell , Greg Endo , June Fukuoka , 
Janet Higa , Earl Ichimura , Doreen 
Matsumoto , Kathryn Moriyasu , 
Jeanette Nakamura , Pearl Nishino, 
Miyoko Oga , Robin Terui, and Suz-
anne Uehara .  Interested in becom-
ing involved or need additional info?  
Please contact Suzanne at  
suzanneue@yahoo.com or leave her 
a message at 572 -2319. 


